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property of Christian Heritage Foundation. Personal answers normally cannot be made. Selected letters may
be published in subsequent issues of EndTime Issues...

Supporting This Work
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We solicit your gifts in prayers and funds. As our financial base broadens, your gifts help open

doors for a greater number to hear and see these special truths.
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CCHHRRIISSTT’’SS DDIISSCCOOUURRSSEE
BBEEGGIINNSS WWIITTHH TTHHEE EENNDD

– Unfolding Matthew 23 and 24 –

No, Jesus didn’t make a mistake. The
Jewish leaders did. They twisted and
skewed the meaning of one of the Old
Testament prophets so badly they re-
jected their nation’s probation and failed
to welcome the Messiah when He ar-
rived. Jesus (that Messiah) would later
remind the disciples of what those lead-
ers missed. That Old Testament writer
did predict when the Savior of the world
would make His début! Then he gave
stunning details, in a timing formula, of
how to know the “when” regarding His
next coming – the second Messianic arri-
val! The day and hour? No. But periods
so close it comes to the “eve of the con-
summation.” We’re going to listen in on
that profound discourse with those disci-
ples. But before we do that, let’s take a
look at the background event that imme-
diately preceded that session.

Denouncing Apostasy

Like an unflinching warrior, Jesus had
just boldly pronounced doom upon the
Jewish leaders (Matthew 23:2-39). Never
before had He given those priests and
Pharisees such a signal warning that
their corruption would be followed by un-
restrained woes on themselves and the
nation. “Woe unto you, scribes and
Pharisees, hypocrites!” – He repeated
over and over.

The curses included:

1. Guilt of all the seed blood of the
righteous from Abel to Zechariah
(Matthew 23:35).

2. “Damnation to hell” [implied]
(Matthew 23:33)

3. The “house” of Israel, the Jewish
nation, where God had dwelt,
would be left desolate (Matthew
23:38).

4. The temple would be totally de-
stroyed (Matthew 24:2) (private
notice given to the disciples).

5. Then, as with all prophecy, a tim-
ing statement: All these things
would happen within one genera-
tion (Matthew 23:36).

Solomon’s temple had stood there on
Mount Moriah for over 350 years when it
was destroyed by Babylonian armies in
586 B.C. With that fearful loss, the glory
of God’s presence left forever. The
Shekinah had bid farewell. Later, Cyrus
gave permission to rebuild the temple;
this was accomplished by Zerubbabel.
That stood for nearly 500 years when
Herod the Great came to power as king
of Judea. He lavishly rebuilt and refur-
bished the edifice, starting in approxi-
mately 19 B.C. The work was still pro-
gressing during Christ’s life, extending
right up to the onset of His ministry (John
2:16, 19-21). But there was no ark of the
covenant.

Some of the stones Herod used were
over 600 tons. The Most Holy Place was
30 x 30 ft. and veneered with 22 tons of
gold. The structure was supported with


