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Workshop No. 7 
THE SEVEN CHURCHES 

Part 1 
 
The Seven Churches’ messages are designed to be God’s last warning to His people. 
They address issues, like those of ancient Israel, that need to be remedied during a 
Feast of Trumpets preparation period just before the final Day of Atonement. 
 
Introduction: 
 
Revelation begins with penetrating truths that set the stage for the whole book. 
 

• Its messages are from Christ (which He obtained from God – 1:1, 9) 

• They reveal prophecy that “must shortly come to pass” (1:1) for the “time is at 
hand” (1:3) for Jesus to “come with clouds” (1:7). The book of Revelation is 
especially for end time. 

• The messages were to be recorded by John and sent to the seven churches then 
existing in Asia (1:11) (note: they are not numbered). 

• John wrote Revelation around 96 A.D. Paul’s evangelism encompassed the area 
where these seven churches were in his second missionary journey (48–52 
A.D.).1 

 
Since the greater purpose of these messages relates to the time of the end, the 
meaning of this must be twofold: 
 

1. There was a lesser application to the seven key churches that existed when 
John wrote this book because he was told to send it to the “seven churches,” 
specifically naming them (1:11). 

2. There is a major application to the time of the end as defined by Daniel’s es qes 
(8:17, 11:40, 12:9). There, that period was also called the “appointed time” (8:19, 
11:36). 

 
The Prophetic Messages Begin 
 
It is Jesus who gave John word for word messages to the seven churches. But what He 
looked like when He spoke is important in interpreting the messages. 
 

“I was in the Spirit on the Lord’s day, and heard behind me a great voice, as of a 
trumpet” (Revelation 1:10). 

 

 
1 http://www.bccfbroadcasts.com/maps/Paul-Trip2.jpg 
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• The “Lord’s day” is used nowhere else in the Bible. Expositor White notes this to 
be the seventh-day Sabbath. Those words, historically, would not be used by the 
Sunday-keeping world until ~150 A.D. 

• Evidence suggests that this day was a “high day” (Tishri 1), the first day of the 
Feast of Trumpets, a Sabbath day and, also, a seventh-day Sabbath. 

• John said that behind him was a “great voice, as of a trumpet.” 
 
We have this record regarding the giving of the Ten Commandments. 
 

• “The Lord made the occasion of speaking his law a scene of awful grandeur and 
sublimity, in accordance with its exalted character. The ten commandments were 
spoken amid thunder and flame, and in great power and glory. The voice of the 
Lord was like a trumpet, waxing louder, and louder and in a full volume 
rolled down the mountain. The earth trembled and quaked, and the very mount 
seemed to be moving from its foundation. The best of Israel shook with fear, and 
fell upon their faces before the Lord. The awe-inspiring voice, and the terrible 
glory displayed upon the mount were to them most impressive.”2 

• Why would this be important here? 

• The ten days of Trumpets was the final time to prepare for the “end of 
probation.” 

• Probation closed on the Day of Atonement, a day of judgment (Leviticus 
23:29). 

• “And I turned to see the voice that spake with me. And being turned, I saw seven 
golden candlesticks” (Revelation 1:12). 

 
John turns “to see” who was speaking, but the first thing that caught his eye was seven 
golden candlesticks. 
 

• One might conclude that this is a menorah – a candlestick with seven branches 
(Exodus 25:31-40, Zechariah 4:2, 10). 

• But there are seven candlesticks that symbolize the seven churches (1:20) which 
John is to write to. 

 
“And in the midst of the seven candlesticks one like unto the Son of man, clothed with a 
garment down to the foot, and girt about the paps with a golden girdle” (Revelation 
1:13). 
 

• The messages of this book are directed to these churches. 

 
2 White, Ellen G.; The Review and Herald, April 29, 1875 (emphasis added). 
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• And – they are intended to direct our minds to Christ’s position among His people 
(in the midst of them). 

• “Christ is spoken of as walking in the midst of the golden candlesticks. Thus is 
symbolized His relation to the churches. He is in constant communication with His 
people. He knows their true state. He observes their order, their piety, their 
devotion. Although He is high priest and mediator in the sanctuary above, yet He 
is represented as walking up and down in the midst of His churches on the earth. 
With untiring wakefulness and unremitting vigilance, He watches to see whether 
the light of any of His sentinels is burning dim or going out. If the candlesticks 
were left to mere human care, the flickering flame would languish and die; but He 
is the true watchman in the Lord’s house, the true warden of the temple courts. 
His continued care and sustaining grace are the source of life and light.”3 

 
What are we to know about this “Son of man”? 
 

1. He is clothed with a dress to His ankles. This suggests that He is a High Priest.4 

2. The golden sash or girdle suggests a kingly garb (Daniel 10:5).5 
 
This combination, priest and king, means that Christ has assumed the role of the 
Melchizedekian order (Hebrews 5–7). 
 

“His head and his hairs were white like wool, as white as snow; and his eyes were 
as a flame of fire; And his feet like unto fine brass, as if they burned in a furnace; 
and his voice as the sound of many waters. And he had in his right hand seven 
stars: and out of his mouth went a sharp twoedged sword: and his countenance 
was as the sun shineth in his strength” (Revelation 1:14-16). 

 
The symbols here are profound: 
 

1. Hair like wool – white as snow: eternal attributes as the Ancient of Days (Daniel 
7:10-11).6 

2. Eyes like a flame of fire: He is a judge who sees everything. 

3. Brass-like feet – red hot appearance: There is no place He cannot go. 

4. Voice of many waters: His is a universal language.  

 
3 White, Ellen G.; Acts of the Apostles, p. 586 (emphasis added). 
4 Thomas, Robert L.; Revelation 1–7 – An Exegetical Commentary, vol. I (Moody Press, Chicago – 1992), pp. 97-

100 (cf. Manuscript Releases, vol. 17, p. 242). 
5 Beale, Gregory K.; The New International Greek Testament Commentary; The Book of Revelation (William B. 

Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan – 1999), p. 209. 
6 White, Ellen G.; Last Day Events, p. 277; The Review and Herald, July 21, 1851. 

http://r.search.yahoo.com/_ylt=AwrTcdB2W25Ztx8AQGwnnIlQ;_ylu=X3oDMTByMjR0MTVzBGNvbG8DZ3ExBHBvcwM3BHZ0aWQDBHNlYwNzcg--/RV=2/RE=1500433399/RO=10/RU=http%3a%2f%2fwww.bahaistudies.net%2fasma%2fmelchizedek-hebrew.pdf/RK=1/RS=_PkWDr84AfcEb5XU4mhDBZ1X5Gw-
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The two-edged sword symbolizes the “sword of the Spirit,” which is the Word of God 
(Ephesians 6:17; cf. Hebrews 4:12). 
 
Christ’s countenance symbolizes His glorified state! 

• “The Saviour was revealed to John, not in his humiliation, but in his majesty, as 
he now is, and as he will be revealed when he shall come in his glory. John saw 
not a Saviour on the cross, not a man of sorrows, but the glorified Son of God, 
clothed in a garment of light, and girded with a golden girdle. His eyes were like a 
flame of fire, his feet like brass when it gleams in a furnace. The sound of his 
voice was like the sound of many waters; and his countenance shone like the sun 
in its noon-day splendor.”7 

• Thus, as this book is introduced, we see Jesus as: 

1. God 
2. High Priest 
3. King 
4. Judge 

 
Jesus then says: 
 

“I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; 
and have the keys of hell and of death” (Revelation 1:18). 

 
We now know how Christ is to be represented in this book. The Christian churches are 
to continue, like John, representing the Word of God and the Testimony of Jesus. But 
what time is this intended for? 
 

• “All who are preparing to meet their Lord should make this book [Revelation] the 
subject of earnest study and prayer. It is just what its name signifies – a 
revelation of the important events that are to take place in the last days of this 
earth’s history.”8  

• “Christ visited John in his exile, and opened to him the closing scenes of this 
world’s history.”9  

 
We now move into the study of the seven churches.  
 
 
 
  

 
7 White, Ellen G.; The Signs of the Times, February 28, 1878. 
8 White, Ellen G.; To Be Like Jesus, p. 69 (emphasis added). 
9 White, Ellen G.; Pacific Union Recorder, 01/04/04, “The Study of Revelation” (1904) (emphasis added). 
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Ted Wade – Revelation Two and Three, Prophecy Research Initiative Document 

 Ephesus 
2:1-7 

Smyrna 
2:8-11 

Pergamum 
2:12-17 

Thyatira 
2:18-29 

Sardis 
3:1-6 

Philadelphia 
3:7-13  

Laodicea 
3:14-22 

Period  
Described 
(Historic)  

The early 
church, to 
AD 100 
 

The church  
Under 
pagan 
persecution,  
To 303 

Paganism 
enters the 
church, to 
500’s 

Papal 
supremacy 
of Dark 
Ages, to 
mid 1500’s 

Protestant 
Reformation 
and 
fossilization, 
to late 1700’s 

Awakening 
Bible spread 
and studied, to 
mid 1800’s 

The end-time 
church 
content but 
sinful, to End 

Opening                            To the angel of the church … write 

Description 
of Christ 

Holds 7 stars 
Walks among 
7 lampstands 

First and 
last 
Died and 
came to life 

The One with 
two-edged 
sword 

Eyes of 
fire, feet 
like brass 
Searches 
minds 

Holds  
7 spirits and 
7 stars 

Holy, true  
Holds keys, 
opens and 
shurts 

Amen, true 
witness 
Beginning of 
creation 

What Christ 
knows 

Works,  
labor, 
patience 

Works,  
trials,  
poverty; 
Blasphemy 
of false 
Jews 

Works, living 
where  
Satan’s 
throne is 

More 
works, 
love, 
service, 
faith,  
patience 

Works (and 
see “What 
you have”) 

Works Works 
Neither cold 
nor hot 

Commenda-
tions 

Tested false 
prophets 
Persever-
ance 

Rich in 
spite of 
poverty 

Held to My 
name and 
faith, even in 
time of 
martyrdom 

(above) Have a few 
names  
Undefiled 

Kept 
commandments 

— 

Rebuke Left first love — Ones with 
doctrine of 
Balaam 

Jezebel 
with 
immorality 
permitted 

Works 
Imperfect 
 

— Lukewarm, 
wretched, 
blind,  
naked 

Counsel Remember, 
repent, do 
first works 

Do not fear 
Suffering 

Repent Hold fast 
till I come 

Watch, 
strengthen 
remainder 

Hold fast, 
preserve crown 

Buy gold, 
clothes, eye  
ointment 

Warning Lampstand 
will be  
removed 

— Will fight with 
sword of 
mouth 

Jezebel 
into 
sickbed,  
children 
killed 

I will come as 
thief if you do 
not watch 

— I will spit you 
out 
Rebuke and 
punishment 

What you 
Have 

My hatred for  
Nicolaitans 

Tribulation 
coming 

Also have 
ones with 
Nicolaitan 
doctrines 

Rest do 
not have 
false  
doctrine, 
not satanic 
depths 

A name as 
alive, but 
dead (also 
see above) 

A little strength 
My word and 
name 

Not what you 
think you 
have 
 

Reward for 
Overcomers 

Eat from tree 
of life 

Not hurt by 
second 
death 

Hidden 
manna, white 
stone 

Power 
over 
nations 
Morning 
star 

Clothed in 
white, name 
in book, 
confessed 

Made pilar, 
inscribed with 
new name 

Sit on my 
throne 

Other 
promises 

— Eternal life 
to ones 
faithful to 
death 

— Rest are 
given no 
other  
burden 

Undefiled 
ones will walk 
in white 

Submission of 
false Jews 
Kept from hour 
of trial 

Eat with 
those who 
open door 

Who is  
represented 

Backsliding 
Apostate 
Protestantism 

Persecuted 
church 
Saints 

Didn’t 
discipline 
wrong 
Apostate 
Protestantism 

Roman 
Catholic 
Church 

False 
theories enter 
Apostate 
Protestantism 

144,000 
Saints 

Claim truth 
Hypocrites  
Apostate 
Protestantism 

Closing                         Listen to what the Spirit says to the churches 
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Those Asia Minor Churches (which Jesus mentioned by name) 
 
Ephesus: 
 
At the time of John and Paul this city was the capital of Asia Minor and a Roman 
Province. 
 

1. It had a population of 250,000. 

2. It was a beautiful port city. 

3. It was not only a magnificent place to live but was the most corrupt of all Asian 
cities.10 

 
The city was devoted to the god Artemis. Worship of the goddess Diana, with its 
associated prostitution and spiritualism was intertwined with their worship rites. 
 
Here, Paul raised up a Christian church in 52 A.D. Ephesus was his special burden, 
having worked there three years and writing that letter today called “Ephesians.” 
 

• Here, Apollos preached, John pastored, Aquila and Pricilla attended. 

• Here, Paul’s life was threatened. 

• Here, stunning miracles of healing followed his ministry. 
 

“Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus write; These things saith he that 
holdeth the seven stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the seven 
golden candlesticks” (Revelation 2:1). 

 

“I know thy works, and thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not bear 
them which are evil: and thou hast tried them which say they are apostles, and 
are not, and hast found them liars: And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my 
name’s sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted” (Revelation 2:2-3). 

 
That Jesus “know[s]” is judicial language. The Greek word for “I know” is oida. It means 
that He has complete knowledge. 
 

• Good qualities that the Ephesians had: 

1. They despised those who lie and harbor sin – especially false teachers. 

2. They were dedicated to serving Christ. 

3. They labored to the point of weariness. 

4. They were patient in trials. 

 
10 White, Ellen G.; Acts of the Apostles, p. 286 (emphasis added). 
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5. “By burning their books on magic, the Ephesian converts showed that the 
things in which they had once delighted they now abhorred. It was by and 
through magic that they had especially offended God and imperiled their souls; 
and it was against magic that they showed such indignation. By retaining these 
books the disciples would have exposed themselves to temptation; by selling 
them they would have placed temptation in the way of others. They had 
renounced the kingdom of darkness, and to destroy its power they did not 
hesitate at any sacrifice. Thus truth triumphed over men’s prejudices and their 
love of money. The influence of what had taken place was more widespread 
than even Paul realized. From Ephesus the news was widely circulated, and a 
strong impetus was given to the cause of Christ. Long after the apostle himself 
had finished his course, these scenes lived in the memory of men and were 
the means of winning converts to the gospel.”11  

6. They hated the deeds of the Nicolaitans (vs 6), who felt the law was done 
away with and indulged in unrestrained sin. 

• Their first experience was marked with child-like simplicity and fervor.12 They 
worked to maintain doctrinal purity and to keep sin out of the congregation. 

 
But the “fiery, all-knowing eyes” of Christ penetrated something that had changed!  
 

“Nevertheless I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first love” 
(Revelation 2:4). 

 
This is stark. From initially an “ideal” church comes a sudden, jotting issue: within one 
generation they don’t love Him as before! 
 

• The word here for “love” is agape. 

• The church is in a fallen state. 
 
Jesus now advises with corrective action: 
 

“Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the first 
works; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out 
of his place, except thou repent” (Revelation 2:5). 

 
Though second-generation Christians, their weakened condition could be rectified. 
 

• But – Ellen G. White notes: “The believers did not sense their spiritual fall. They 
knew not that a change had taken place in their hearts, and that they would have 
to repent because of the noncontinuance of their first works. But God in His mercy 

 
11 White, Ellen G.; Conflict and Courage, p. 343. 
12 White, Ellen G.; Acts of the Apostles, p. 578. 
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called for repentance, for a return to their first love and to the works that are 
always the result of true, Christlike love (MS 11, 1906).”13 

• This raises a very serious question: “Is it possible that we are in a fallen 
condition and really don’t know it?” 

• A “fallen condition” that would bar us from eternal life? 
 
The removal of the “candlestick” if they didn’t repent simply means that that church runs 
the risk of becoming part of Babylon, which is lost (not one of Christ’s churches 
anymore!). 
 

• That would be irreversible.  
 
The Ephesian Promise: 
 

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him 
that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the 
paradise of God” (Revelation 2:7). 

 
This possibility still exists! 
 

1. One must become sensitive to the Holy Spirit. 

2. “Overcome” (corrective action) relates to Christ’s counsel – 

3. To enter heaven (paradise) 

4. And eat of the tree of life, i.e., have eternal life! 
 
This church represents those who experienced a deep conversion and lived fully for 
Christ. But, in time, they began to backslide and lose that early enthusiasm.  
 
Ephesus – the church of backsliders – apostate Protestantism. 
 
Smyrna 
 
This, too, was a port city. It was reputed to be the most beautiful city of Asia. 
 

• It was steeped in emperor worship. 

• All citizens had to burn incense to Caesar annually. Then: 

• A certificate of their compliance was issued. Failure to comply could mean death. 
 

 
13 White, Ellen G.; The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 957 (emphasis added). 
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This led to hatred of Christians and Jews, and fierce persecution. Polycarp, a friend of 
the apostle John, was a bishop of the Smyrna Christian church. He was martyred there 
for his faith in 166 A.D. 
 
Christ gave no criticism or warning regarding this church! 
 

“And unto the angel of the church in Smyrna write; These things saith the first 
and the last, which was dead, and is alive” (Revelation 2:8). 

 
This letter is for us today, anticipating a time of tribulation to begin soon. 
 

• It comes from the One who died and rose. 

• He is alive. No matter what happens, He can be by our side. 
 

“I know thy works, and tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and I know the 
blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and are not, but are the synagogue 
of Satan” (Revelation 2:9) 

 
When this was written, the different working skills were divided into “craft unions.” If 
anyone did not relate to the church/state government, they were rejected from their craft 
union, losing their occupation. 
 

• Many, therefore, in that Christian church were poor. 

• But in Christ, they were “rich.” 
 
The word for “poverty” here means that they had “nothing.” Yet: 
 

• “As sorrowful, yet alway rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having 
nothing, and yet possessing all things” (II Corinthians 6:10). 

• Jesus experienced the same poverty (II Corinthians 8:9). 
 
There were unbelieving Jews who resided in Smyrna. They hurled insults and false 
accusations at these Christians. 
 
The use of the word “blasphemy” suggests slander against God. 
 

• These Jews later aided in the death of Polycarp. 

• Jesus said that they were part of the Church of Satan. 
 
“Satan has a large confederacy, his church. Christ calls them the synagogue of  
Satan because the members are the children of sin. The members of Satan’s church 
have been constantly working to cast off the divine law, and confuse the distinction 
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between good and evil. Satan is working with great power in and through the children of 
disobedience to exalt treason and apostasy as truth and loyalty. And at this time the 
power of his satanic inspiration is moving the living agencies to carry out the great 
rebellion against God that commenced in heaven.”14 

 
“Those who love and keep the commandments of God are most obnoxious to the 
synagogue of Satan, and the powers of evil will manifest their hatred toward them 
to the fullest extent possible. John foresaw the conflict between the remnant church 
and the power of evil, and said, ‘The dragon was wroth with the woman, and went to 
make war with the remnant of her seed, which keep the commandments of God, and 
have the testimony of Jesus Christ.’ The forces of darkness will unite with human agents 
who have given themselves into the control of Satan, and the same scenes that were 
exhibited at the trial, rejection, and crucifixion of Christ will be revived. Through yielding 
to satanic influences, men will be transformed into fiends; and those who were created 
in the image of God, who were formed to honor and glorify their Creator, will become the 
habitation of dragons, and Satan will see in an apostate race his masterpiece of 
evil,–men who reflect his own image.”15 
 
What is another name for the “synagogue of Satan”? (Revelation 18:2). 
 
Jesus conveys special counsel to this church: 
 

“Fear none of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the devil shall cast 
some of you into prison, that ye may be tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten 
days: be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life” (Revelation 
2:10). 

 

• In spite of persecution and suffering, God’s people did not, will not, lower the 
standard. 

• The end is a crown of life – if they are faithful unto death (this is a crown of 
victory). 

 
This represents the time of the fifth Seal. 
 

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; He that 
overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death” (Revelation 2:11). 

 
Understand – let God’s Spirit direct you to grasp what this means. 
 
Promise: Your victory will assure that there will be no second death (by fire) (Revelation 
20:6-14, 21:8). 

 
14 White, Ellen G.; Testimonies to Ministers, p. 16 (emphasis added). 
15 White, Ellen G.; The Review and Herald, April 14, 1896 (emphasis added). 
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Smyrna represents those who are faithful to the point of persecution and even death – 
and – those who are surrounded by evil in the church but remain unmoved from 
holiness. 
 
Smyrna – the persecuted, faithful church. 
 
Pergamos 
 
The name means parchment. It was here that parchment was first made from animal 
skins. 
 

• Pergamos had the second largest library in the world – 200,000 volumes; second 
only to that in Alexandria. 

• There was a strange blend of ancient Babylonian worship of live, non-poisonous 
snakes, and emperor worship in its many temples. 

 

“And to the angel of the church in Pergamos write; These things saith he which 
hath the sharp sword with two edges” (Revelation 2:12). 

 
Jesus was seen in chapter 1 with a double-edged sword protruding from His mouth. 
 

• The issues within this church relate to preserving loyalty to God’s Word. 

• Truth is being perverted. How great is the risk of this church failing? 
 

“I know thy works and where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and thou 
holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days wherein 
Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan dwelleth” 
(Revelation 2:13). 

 
This is another judicial observation by Jesus: 
 

1. He knows – He always knows 

2. They dwell where the headquarters is for the synagogue of Satan. This is an 
amazing divine statement! Satan is being watched! Note: He doesn’t advise the 
people to move away. Why? There’s still a work to be done. 

3. You continue to uphold Christ’s name, in spite of your surroundings. 

4. You haven’t denied your faith, in spite of a fellow believer being martyred. 

 
Warnings will follow, but Christ’s compassion and tenderness (cf. Ephesians 4:32) for 
positive qualities comes first. This is a teaching moment for us as we deal with others. 
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• Antipas was that “faithful martyr” (vs 13). 

• Jesus was a “faithful witness” who was martyred (James 1:5). 
 
Nothing is known about Antipas – but Jesus uses his name to illustrate the depth of 
faithfulness He appreciates. 
 
The warning now comes! 
 

“But I have a few things against thee, because thou hast there them that hold the 
doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock before the 
children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed unto idols, and to commit fornication” 
(Revelation 2:14). 

 
Some in the church are apostates – people who are compromising the faith. They are 
creating a stumbling block to holiness and purity in the church. How? 
 

1. Eating food sacrificed to idols – snake worship reminding us of Satan, that old 
serpent. 

2. Adultery 
 
This was how Balaam finally led Israel to fall – through the daughters of Moab and their 
gods. A similar sect that appears to question the diety of Christ and the value of the 
moral law was addressed also. 
 

“So hast thou also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I 
hate” (Revelation 2:15). 

 
These people urgently needed corrective action or the church would fall. 
 

“Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will fight against them with the 
sword of my mouth” (Revelation 2:16). 

 
Jesus has moved with a rapidly progressive message within this church. 

 a Jesus has sharp sword (vs 12) 
 b I know your works (vs 13) 
  c You dwell where Satan reigns (vs 13) 
   d You hold fast my name (13) 

   d1 Antipas my faithful martyr (13) 

  c1 I hate doctrines of Nicholaitans and Balaam (15) 

 b1 I will come to you quickly (16) 

 a1 Jesus will fight with sword (vs 16) 
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Jesus, the bearer of truth, the standard of righteousness, because of evil, now turns to 
warn His people of judgments. Though the sword is to fight those who are engaged in 
evil, the warning is directed to the “faithful.” It is intimated that they will experience 
adversity as the result of tolerating evil within His church – therefore, repent. Change 
these things within My church or I will have to deal with you harshly. “Failure to repent of 
this uncleanness in her midst must evoke the punishing sword of Christ upon the whole 
church.”16 
 
What is there to repent of? Clearly, three things are in evidence: 

 
1. The “faithful” tolerating evil 

2. Doctrine of Balaam – the unfaithful – impurity – adulterous  

3. Doctrine of Nicolaitans – the unfaithful – against the law 
 
The Promise to Overcomers: 
 

“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him 
that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will give him a white 
stone, and in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that 
receiveth it (Revelation 2:17). 

 
1. Eating hidden manna – Christ is the bread of life. He announced that He was the 

manna that came down from heaven, and in “eating Him” one would never die 
(John 6:31-33, 48-51). Since it is “hidden” and these overcomers can eat it, it is a 
revelation to those seeking Him (a full picture of Christ our righteousness, our 
holiness). 

2. The meaning of the white stone has been uncertain. Anciently, a white stone with 
a name was a “pass” – a legal notice or a license that they belonged! Here, to 
God’s kingdom. Some suggest that it was really the crown that the saints will 
receive. 

 
This church symbolizes those who tolerate apostasy and open sin. This was so 
deeply ingrained that Satan resides within its precincts. This “rebellion” includes sexual 
sins, idolatrous interests and doctrinal rejection. 
 
Pergamos – a church that has failed in its administrative function to eradicate open sin 
– apostate Protestantism. 
 

 
16 Thomas, Op. cit., p. 197. 
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Thyatira 
 
Christ’s message to this church is the longest of the seven. It was filled with “unionized” 
trades or “guilds” (pottery, leather, tanning, weavers, bakers, slave dealers, 
bronzesmiths and dyers). 
 

• Lydia, the seller of purple from Philippi, was originally from Thyatira (Acts 16:14). 

• She was one of Paul’s early converts. 
 
Apollo was the city’s main god – though each “guild” had its own guardian god. 
 

• Apollo was associated with the worship of: 

• The sun 
• Healing 
• Prophecy and truth 
• Music and arts 
• Archery – hitting the mark 

• The individual guilds would have festivals where the food was offered to their 
patron god. It would conclude with gross immorality. 

 
Terrible corruption had infiltrated this church, and they had lost their zeal for holiness. 
 

“And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things saith the Son of 
God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire, and his feet are like fine brass” 
(Revelation 2:18). 

 
The imagery of the “Son of God” is different from all the other churches. In Revelation 
1:13 John alludes to Him as the Son of man (cf. Revelation 14:14). Here Christ makes 
that self-proclamation.  
 

• This is a polemic expression to contrast Himself with Apollo! 

• This declaration is in the form of a sacred title and not a descriptive attribute! 
 
Those feet suggest pastoral concern for purity, moving among the church, ready to 
purge the dross and ever ready to minister to needs. 
 
What does He discover? 
 

“I know thy works, and charity, and service, and faith, and thy patience, and thy 
works; and the last to be more than the first” (Revelation 2:19). 

 
Christ is commending this church as He first does with each congregation. 
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• It is active. 

• It has agape love – putting others first 

• It is a church of Christian works 
 

But – it harbors something terrible (cf. Matthew 7:21-23). 

“Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, because thou sufferest that 
woman Jezebel, which calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce my 
servants to commit fornication, and to eat things sacrificed unto idols” 
(Revelation 2:20). 

 
This seemingly loving-service oriented church is condemned.  
 
Jezebel (Ahab’s heathen wife – I Kings 19–21, II Kings 8–9) became a symbol of 
supreme evil. 
 

• She was a harlot and personified evil that came/will come into God’s church – 
which includes: 

1. Use of pagan symbols and rites 

2. Seductive images in worship 

3. Promoting mysticism 

4. Threatening God’s people 

5. Defies God through specious doctrines 

6. Sexual immorality 

• They became defensive for and even possessive of falsehood and evil (II Timothy 
4:1-4). 

 
Paganism, which appeared to be vanquished by Theodosius I in 381 A.D., became the 
conqueror of the church. 
 
What “Christian’ church today is filled with pagan practice? The Roman Catholic Church. 
 
This is epitomized further in Revelation 17 where the harlot rides the beast. She is 
called Mystery, Babylon – the mother of harlots (Revelation 17:5). It is a picture of an 
evil church and state supported by fornicating kings of the world. 
 
“As Elijah pointed out errors to Israel regarding Jezebel, the remnant will bring a straight 
testimony to the last church. God was pleading with the messenger of Thyatira to bring 
a straight testimony to that congregation. During the Dark Ages, faithful individuals and 
groups kept the truth alive. The Reformers were messengers against the practices and 

These things are 
growing in intensity. 
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doctrines of ‘Jezebel’ – the papacy. At the end, the remnant, the 144,000 will once again 
be voices to decry the sins of Babylon – come out of her My people! Jezebel, claiming 
religious authority, brought Baal (the sun-god) worship into Israel. This is no 
proclamation from God. It is a self-proclamation! She corrupted God’s people by leading 
them into broad deceptions with sun worship. So the papacy, during the Dark Ages and 
at the end of time, brought and will bring demoralizing influences into the religious realm 
over sun-day worship. This will be done by self-proclamation of authority.”17 
 
How ingrained is this church in evil? 
 

“And I gave her space to repent of her fornication; and she repented not” 
(Revelation 2:21). 

 
With the Protestant reformation Catholicism might have seen its error – but it repented 
not. She exhibited defiant rebellion. 
 
There will be a cry to come out of Babylon (Revelation 18:4-5) at the very end. It will be 
the last chance to repent of this apostasy. Yet, as Jezebel revealed, the Roman Catholic 
Church will be determined to uproot the religion she hates – God’s true loyalists. 
 

“Behold, I will cast her into a bed, and them that commit adultery with her into 
great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds” (Revelation 2:22). 

 
Jesus, in saying “Behold,” means “look what will happen!”  
 

1. I’m casting Jezebel into the bed where she has committed immoral acts. 

2. Into the same bed will be cast all those who had sinful relationships with her. 

3. There, they will experience a great tribulation (Trumpets and Vials) – unless they 
repent. 

 
The “casting” or “throwing” is a violent act. Resistance will not lessen this measure. 
This echoes the wrath of God (Revelation 15–16). 
 
The bed clearly reveals that her punishment is meted out where her sin occurred – 
where its true nature will be revealed. 
 
Her cohorts in sin reveal the “kings of the earth” noted in Revelation 17:2, 12-14; cf. 
Revelation 6:15, 18:9. 
 
Unless repent means probation hasn’t closed – but is about to. 
 

 
17 Zollinger, Ruth; personal manuscript. 
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Great tribulation is linked to Daniel 12:1, after Michael stands up (Matthew 4:21; 
Revelation 3:10, 7:14). When that occurs, probation is closed.  
 
What is this fornication? Though physical adultery is implied, the greater issue of this 
church ties to the harlot and beast story in Revelation 17. 
 
“All false worship is spiritual adultery. The second precept, which forbids false 
worship, is also a command to worship God, and Him only serve. The Lord is a jealous 
God. He will not be trifled with. He has spoken concerning the manner in which He 
should be worshiped. He has a hatred of idolatry; for its influence is corrupting. It 
debases the mind, and leads to sensuality and all kinds of sin (MS 126, 1901).”18 

“But, and God is making this clear, ‘There is a limit beyond which the judgments of 
Jehovah can no longer be delayed.’”19 
 
Profound timing information is unfolded in this church. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“And I will kill her children with death; and all the churches shall know that I am 
he which searcheth the reins and hearts: and I will give unto every one of you 
according to your works” (Revelation 2:23). 

 
The pure woman – God’s true church (Revelation 12:1), has children. At the end there is 
a remnant of her seed that remains (12:17). 
 

• Jezebel is a harlot. She is depicted in Revelation 17 as a “mother of harlots” 
(17:5). 

• She reigns over those fornicating kings of the earth. 
 

 
18 White, Ellen G.; The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, vol. 1, p. 1106 (emphasis added).  
19 White, Ellen G.; Prophets and Kings, p. 417.  
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The word for “death” (thanatos) suggests that they die of a plague, suggesting, once 
again, the first four Trumpets and the seven Vials of Revelation 16. 
 

• “In that day shall the fair virgins and young men faint for thirst. They that swear by 
the sin of Samaria, and say, Thy god, O Dan, liveth; and, The manner of 
Beersheba liveth; even they shall fall, and never rise up again” (Amos 8:13-14). 

• It is at this time that those living and yet in rebellion will see that God is now in 
charge. 

• “They learn too late what it means to be without God, without hope. Then they 
learn what they have lost by choosing to stand in rebellion to His commandments. 
In the past they have defied His power, rejected His overtures of mercy. When His 
judgments fall upon them they realize that they have lost happiness, life – eternal 
life in the heavenly courts. Surely they will say, ‘Our life was full of madness 
against God, and now we are lost.’”20  

 
There is, once, again, a happy note from within this church. Individuals are “waiting to 
be called out” of the quagmire of falsehood. 
 

“But unto you I say, and unto the rest in Thyatira, as many as have not this 
doctrine, and which have not known the depths of Satan, as they speak; I will put 
upon you none other burden” (Revelation 2:24). 

 
There is a group within this church that still bears a “true testimony” for God. The word 
for “rest” is the same as a remnant. 
 

• These are the “black horse” people of the third Seal, waiting to be called out. 

• They haven’t explored the depths of sin. 

• They aren’t personally acquainted with Satan – hope for them is still possible. 
 
In this church the “mysteries of iniquity” are contrasted with the “mysteries of godliness.” 
 

“But that which ye have already hold fast till I come” (Revelation 2:25). 

 
The “till I come” means that we are now back into that “pre-end of probation” era. Hold 
tenaciously to your conviction of right. 
 
“And he that overcometh, and keepeth my works unto the end, to him will I give 
power over the nations: And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels 
of a potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as I received of my Father. And I 
will give him the morning star” (Revelation 2:26-28). 

 
20 White, Ellen G.; Signs of the Times, July 22, 1908. 



 

21 
 

 
Here “the end” is equated with His Second Coming. 
 

• He that endureth to the “end” is saved (Matthew 24:14, Mark 13:13). 

• Paul relates this to Christ’s Second Coming (I Corinthians 15:23). 
 
The faithful – overcomers – will have a share in the Messianic kingdom (Daniel 7:18, 
27). 

Then Christ rules with the “rod of iron” (12:5) – and so will the saved. All things earthly 
will be destroyed. They will receive and be bound to the “morning star.” Jesus said He is 
the Morning Star (Revelation 22:16).  
 
“He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches” 
(Revelation 2:29). 
 
Thyatira – the Roman Catholic Church. 
 

(concluded in Part 2) 
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