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Workshop Study 15 
 

An “End” Daniel Couldn’t Grasp! 

Daniel 10 Emphasis 

 
Introduction 
 
Daniel 8 opens with a key prophecy that at the time of the end there would be war 
between Christ (the Ram) with His followers (host) and Satan (the he-goat) with his 
antichrist leader and followers (host). That antichrist leader would be deceitful, 
undermine God’s church, harm its leaders and oppose Christ Himself. 
 

• All this would not occur until on or after 2300 evenings and mornings (8:14). 

• It would occur at the time of the end, called an appointed time (8:17, 19)  

• When sin reaches its peak (8:23) and God’s wrath begins (8:19). 
 
Out of this chaos, holiness would be finally vindicated (8:14). This would later be 
shown as occurring through God’s people (Daniel 9) over a predefined 490-year 
period. 
 
Daniel’s key end-time visions: 
 

• 550–549 B.C.: Vision (Daniel 8) – Belshazzar’s third year 

• 539–538 B.C.: Audition of Daniel 9 – Cyrus’ first year 

• 536–535 B.C.: The captivity would end – 70 literal years from the first   
                         Babylonian attack in 605 B.C. in Cyrus’ third year (Daniel 10). 

 
Daniel had been studying the prophecies of Jeremiah (which dealt with the timing of 
the 70 years of captivity – Jeremiah 25:11, 29:10). Undoubtedly, he had Isaiah also, 
which clearly states a yet-to-be-born Cyrus would set the people free and decree the 
rebuilding of the temple and Jerusalem (Isaiah 44:28, 45:1, 13). 
 

• Cyrus would become a significant metaphor of Christ later delivering God’s 
people! 

 
During Cyrus’ first year (538 B.C.) he decreed, per Jeremiah, that the Jewish people 
should return and begin rebuilding their temple. Though many prophecies are 
conditional, timing prophecies are divine clocks. God had told Jeremiah: 
 

• “Then shall ye call upon me, and ye shall go and pray unto me, and I will 
hearken unto you. And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search 
for me with all your heart. And I will be found of you, saith the LORD: and I will 
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turn away your captivity, and I will gather you from all the nations, and from all 
the places whither I have driven you, saith the LORD; and I will bring you 
again into the place whence I caused you to be carried away captive” 
(Jeremiah 29:12-14). 

 
Therefore, Cyrus made that decree for their return in 538 B.C. (Ezra 1:1-4). 
Preparation for that return journey began, and by 535–534 the journey was 
underway, totaling 42,360 people (Ezra 2:64). 
 

• After they arrived, this was noted: 

• “The priests, the Levites, some of the people, the singers, the gatekeepers, 
and the temple servants lived in their towns, and all the rest of Israel lived 
in their towns” (Ezra 2:70 – NET). Jerusalem and the temple would be 
rebuilt. 

 
Long before that “homecoming,” Daniel went through a very trying period: 
 
“Through another vision further light was thrown upon the events of the future; and it 
was at the close of this vision that Daniel heard ‘one saint speaking, and another 
saint said unto that certain saint which spake, How long shall be the vision?’ Daniel 
8:13. The answer that was given, ‘Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then 
shall the sanctuary be cleansed’ (verse 14), filled him with perplexity. Earnestly he 
sought for the meaning of the vision. He could not understand the relation 
sustained by the seventy years' captivity, as foretold through Jeremiah, to the 
twenty-three hundred years that in vision he heard the heavenly visitant declare 
should elapse before the cleansing of God's sanctuary [vindication of holiness]. The 
angel Gabriel gave him a partial interpretation; yet when the prophet heard the 
words, ‘The vision … shall be for many days,’ he fainted away. ‘I Daniel fainted,’ he 
records of his experience, ‘and was sick certain days; afterward I rose up, and did 
the king’s business; and I was astonished at the vision, but none understood it.’ 
Verses 26, 27.   

“Still burdened in behalf of Israel, Daniel studied anew the prophecies of Jeremiah. 
They were very plain – so plain that he understood by these testimonies recorded in 
books ‘the number of the years, whereof the word of the Lord came to Jeremiah the 
prophet, that He would accomplish seventy years in the desolations of 
Jerusalem.’ Daniel 9:2.   

“With faith founded on the sure word of prophecy, Daniel pleaded with the Lord for 
the speedy fulfillment of these promises. He pleaded for the honor of God to be 
preserved. In his petition he identified himself fully with those who had fallen short of 
the divine purpose, confessing their sins as his own.”1 
 

 
1 White, Ellen G.; Patriarchs and Prophets, pp. 554-555 (emphasis added). 
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• This Daniel 9 prayer finally related to the return of his people at the end of 
those 70 years. 

 
With Jeremiah’s prophecy of 70 literal years, Daniel appears to be finally certain as 
to when the Jewish people would return. But the 2300 evenings and mornings were 
still a puzzling time period. Not until Daniel 9:24-27 did angel Gabriel try to make 
things clearer. That attempt: 

• From the decree, which appears to be from Cyrus to Messiah the Prince 
would be 69 “weeks.” 

“Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the 
commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince 
shall be seven weeks, and threescore and two weeks: the street shall be built 
again, and the wall, even in troublous times” (Daniel 9:25). 

• That Cyrus decree (known by Daniel) would apparently extend from 
November 29, 538 B.C. to the Messiah. He saw it as a new Messianic 
prophecy. 

• But by 70 weeks (early 536), the Messiah hadn’t come. Daniel appears to 
have understood that 70 “weeks” of 9:24 as literal time.  

 
Daniel was in another quandary. The 70 years were about completed. The people 
were preparing to return, but the rescuer, the deliverer, Messiah the Prince, had not 
arrived. And – “What was that 2300 evenings and mornings?” 
 
It is in this confusion and concern that Daniel enters Cyrus’ third year! 
 

“In the third year of King Cyrus of Persia a message was revealed to Daniel 
(who was also called Belteshazzar). This message was true and concerned a 
great war. He understood the message and gained insight by the vision 
[mareh]” (Daniel 10:1 – NET). 

 
The “time appointed” (KJV) is a mistranslation. “Great war” (NET, NIV) or “great 
conflict” (NAS) is here meant. That refers to the conflict between Christ and Satan 
(like the Ram and he-goat of chapter 8). 
 
The last half of this verse appears to be a conclusion of chapter 10 and 11:1. Why 
he put it first is unclear, but it shows that the timing issues of the mareh vision are 
settled – resolved (the 2300- and 490-year periods). The issue regarding that war 
wouldn’t ever be fully clear to Daniel. In Daniel 12, he continues to ask timing 
questions. The rest of the chapter tells us how his interpretation of those time 
periods began to be corrected! 
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“In those days I Daniel was mourning three full weeks. I ate no pleasant bread, 
neither came flesh nor wine in my mouth, neither did I anoint myself at all, till 
three whole weeks were fulfilled” (Daniel 10:2-3). 

 
Daniel’s neglect of “anointing” with “fragrant oil”2 (suggests a form of deodorant) was 
a sign of mourning (cf. II Samuel 14:2). When mourning ceased, the use of oil 
resumed (II Samuel 12:20). That would be part of a normal daily hygiene 
(Ecclesiastes 9:8, Amos 6:6, Matthew 6:17). When oil use was resumed, it was 
called the “oil of gladness” (Psalm 45:8).3 

Scholarly studies suggest that Daniel’s mourning began in April of 536 B.C.4 This is 
when: 
 

• Daniel became certain that Daniel 9, as he understood it, was not fulfilled 
(literal days). 

• This became a great disappointment regarding the “failure” to see the 
Messiah.5  

 
This, plus his fasting for 21 days, ended on Nisan 24 – the first month of the Jewish 
religious year. 
 

• That meant that this mourning included the entire Passover season,6 which 
honored the time that Israel was delivered from Egypt.7 

 
This length of fast is unusually long, but he continued, hoping for a divine revelation, 
an answer to his heartache.8 The wording suggests that Daniel’s mourning was to 
the point of grieving, such as someone close had died.9 Again, why? 
 

• The Messiah didn’t come. The 2300 evenings and mornings were unclear. 

• Daniel’s hope died. 

• What was the problem? Daniel was interpreting those time periods in 
literal time. 

 
This delay is a stunning contrast to Daniel’s prayer in Daniel 9. There, the answer 
arrived while he was praying! The issue now is too important to waver in his faith. 

 
2 Archer, Gleason L., Jr.; The Expositor’s Bible Commentary; Frank Gaebelein, editor, vol. 7, p. 122. 
3 Steinmann, Andrew E.; Daniel (Concordia Publishing House, St. Louis, 2008), p. 497. 
4 Thiele, Edwin; Daniel. 
5 Yoder, Engel, Daniel 10:1-11-11:22, p. 23. 
6 Whitcomb, John C.; Daniel, p. 137. 
7 Miller, Stephen R.; The New American Commentary, Daniel, vol. 18 (Broadman & Holman Publishers, 

1994), p. 279. 
8 Collins, John J.; Daniel (Fortress Press, Minneapolis, MN – 1993), p. 372. 
9 Archer, op. cit., p. 122. 
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“God, what is going on?” What is to happen to your people?” “Where is the 
Messiah?” 
 
There was Cyrus’ decree. The people were preparing to leave. The 70 years had 
ended. But, as this was occurring, a Messianic deliverer was to appear – so he 
thought. 
 
This was all by heaven’s design. It will begin to be explained in verse 14, when 
Gabriel will visit him again. It forces us to understand what those time periods really 
mean! Amazingly, the answer began at the end of that three weeks of waiting 
with a vision of the Messiah, personally given to Daniel! That’s stunning! He 
expected the Messiah to come as an earthly deliverer, but he saw Him in vision very 
differently! 

• “For now, Daniel, this is to be your Messianic experience.” The friends who 
were with him ran away. It was clearly a personal encounter, yet in vision. 

• God is beginning to reset Daniel’s understanding. 

Daniel Meets the Messiah 
 

“And in the four and twentieth day of the first month, as I was by the side of 
the great river, which is Hiddekel” (Daniel 10:4). 

 
It is not totally clear what this 24th day means, except that something God sends 
occurs on that day elsewhere.  
 
In Haggai 1:15; 2:10, 18, and Zechariah 1:7, the 24th day is also mentioned – still 
puzzling. This would be Nissan 24, 536 B.C. (April 23, 536 B.C.). It would be 17 
months from Cyrus’ decree of November 29, 538 B.C. (528 days later).10 
 

• Why Daniel is by the Tigris River isn’t told.  

• That was 35 miles east of ancient Babylon, where Daniel apparently was 
located at this time.11 

 
Since Daniel’s fasting was over an extended time, he likely had gone to this river to 
meditate, fast and pray.12 
 

• In end-time symbolism, this river represents the “great multitude” of 
Revelation 7. This message is for God’s last-day people, who will be too 
numerous to count (cf. Revelation 17:15). 

 
10 Steinmann, op. cit., p. 497. 
11 Harman, Allan M.; Daniel (Evangelical Press, England), p. 251. 
12 Miller, op. cit., pp. 279-280. 
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• Intriguingly, the Hebrew inserts here the word “great” before the name Tigris 
(a term usually reserved for the Euphrates). 

 
Daniel was not alone during his fast. As noted above, an unknown number of friends 
abandoned him when the following vision occurred (vs 7).  
 
“The light that Daniel received direct from God was given especially for these last 
days. The visions he saw by the banks of the Ulai and the Hiddekel, the great rivers 
of Shinar, are now in process of fulfillment, and all the events foretold will soon have 
come to pass.”13 
 

“I lifted my eyes and looked, and behold, a certain man clothed in linen, 
whose waist was girded with gold of Uphaz!” (Daniel 10:5). 

“No less a personage than the Son of God appeared to Daniel. This description is 
similar to that given by John when Christ was revealed to him upon the Isle of 
Patmos. Our Lord now comes with another heavenly messenger to teach Daniel 
what would take place in the latter days. This knowledge was given to Daniel and 
recorded by inspiration for us upon whom the ends of the world are come.”14 
 
One is reminded of the time Joshua had a vision (Joshua 5:10-12) as he prepared to 
enter Canaan. Both Joshua and Daniel said exactly the same words: “I looked up 
and there before me was a man (Daniel 10:5, Joshua 5:13). 
 

• The “man” of Joshua’s vision identified himself as the “commander of the 
army.”  

• Daniel will be introduced later to Michael, the fighting prince (Daniel 10:13, 21) 
– the being he is seeing here in vision is called a “certain man.” 

• In Daniel 8:11 he is identified as the “Prince of the army.”15 
 
“Lifting up one’s eyes” has been identified with the eschatological time that the 
world sees Christ approaching the earth. Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw a ram 
(symbolizing Jesus), which delivered Isaac (Genesis 22:13). Daniel had lifted up his 
eyes by the Ulai River and saw a ram (symbolizing Jesus) (8:3). Daniel lifts up his 
eyes here by the Tigris River and “looked.” It, too, is Jesus in special regalia. 
 
The same vision of Christ is seen by John (Revelation 1:13), where He is called the 
“Son of man.” Doukhan suggests that this helps to define the being in Daniel 7:13 as 
that God-man person16 – in turn, associating “Him” with the Prince of 8:11 and 25. 

 
13 White, Ellen G.; Letter 57, 1896; The Bible Commentary, vol. 4, p. 1166.   
14 White, Ellen G.; The Review and Herald, February 8, 1881 (emphasis added). 
15 Doukhan, Jacques B.; Secrets of Daniel (The Review and Herald Publishing Association; Hagerstown, MD 

21740; 2000), p. 159.  
16 Ibid., p. 160. 
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Daniel then said, “Behold” (hinneh – H). It is as though he is saying, “I want you to 
see what I am seeing!” 
 

• “a certain man clothed in linen, whose waist was girded with gold of Uphaz!” 
(vs 5) 

• Then Daniel adds: 
 

“His body also was like the beryl, and his face as the appearance of lightning, 
and his eyes as lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet like in colour to 
polished brass, and the voice of his words like the voice of a multitude” 
(Daniel 10:6). 

 
Looking at each area, he noticed:17 
 
“Man”: This is “someone” in human form. In comparing this with Ezekiel 1:4-28 and 

Revelation 1:13-16, it is a picture of the glorified Christ. 
 

“dressed in linen garments”: This is the exact same phrase that is used in Daniel 
12:6-7. In Ezekiel 9:2-3, 11; 10:2, 6-7; a similar figure is seen that reveals priestly 
vestments. It is the same portrayal of the exalted Christ as in Revelation 1:13-
16. 

 

• Daniel had expected Him as Israel’s deliverer, but no – he is seeing Him in 
vision as a High Priest on the final Day of Atonement [and as a king and 
judge].18  

 

• “Daniel, this is the Messiah you are to concentrate on!” Many details will be 
filled in. God is pushing his expectations beyond the present to the future he 
had not properly entertained! 

 
“body like beryl” (“topaz” – NIV) (“jasper” – NET): A precious stone or “gleaming 

metal and fire” (Ezekiel 1:27). This is a seer’s interpretation, attempting to 
describe His glory. John also had a similar struggle in describing God the 
Father’s glory (Revelation 4:3, 5).  

 
“face like lightning”: John says “shining like the sun.” For lack of a way to describe 

the visual impact of divinity, the human words grasp at things of nature that 
depict power and size far beyond man. 

 
“eyes like torches”: This depicts the judicial nature of the Messiah. Nothing is 

beyond His understanding or observation and His right to exercise judgment. 
 

 
17 Steinmann, op. cit., p. 499. 
18 Ford, Desmond; Daniel (Southern Publishing Association; Nashville, TN; 1978), p. 249. 
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“arms and feet like polished bronze”: He has authority to assume dominion 
anywhere. He stands and controls everything at will. “Polished” suggests 
authority that is morally pure, perfect!19 

 
“voice like an army”: This is similar to 12:6-7, where He is above the waters. This 

depicts the power of His words, like a roar of a lion, controlling and dominating its 
surroundings.20 

 
“a golden belt”: Or sash, depicts His kingship, His royalty.21,22 
 
Everything is in the superlative, conveying the supernatural and extraordinary 
features of this Messianic High Priest.23 
 

• For Daniel, as well as Ezekiel, and later, John, the “Christ vision” conveys Him 
as priest, king and judge. Contextually, here, within those roles, he will shortly 
be seen as Prince of an army. 

• Daniel is being given a lesson on what the Messianic expectations should be. 
It is not as a literal deliverer of the Jews at that time. Cyrus was given that 
task! This Messiah will be their supreme leader at a time in the future. 

 
It is also consistent with His titles previously noted – “Prince of the army” (8:11) and 
“the Prince of princes” (8:25). Thus, he is a conquering King (cf. Rev 17:14; 19:16).24 
 
This Messianic figure speaks to Daniel – but what He said is not recorded. His 
words were described by John later like the “voice” of a multitude (trumpet and 
waters – Revelation 1:10, 15 – authoritative and selectively understood). Then this 
note from the seer: 
 

“And I Daniel alone saw the vision: for the men that were with me saw not the 
vision; but a great quaking fell upon them, so that they fled to hide 
themselves” (Daniel 10:7). 

 
Daniel’s companions did not see what he observed. Perhaps they heard part of that 
“voice.” They sensed some “presence” that terrified them. They fled from the area. 
Fascinating parallels of a person in vision with friends is noted elsewhere: 
 

• Elisha, seeing the angelic host encircling Dothan, then, after praying, his 
young assistant saw them (II Kings 6). 

 
19 Beale, Gregory K.; The New International Greek Testament Commentary; The Book of Revelation (William 

B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan – 1999), p. 209. 
20 Osborne, Grant R.; Revelation (Baker Book House; Grand Rapids, MI), p. 91. 
21 Ibid., p. 89-90. 
22 Steinmann, op. cit., p. 501. 
23 Doukhan, op. cit., p. 159. 
24 Steinmann, op. cit., p.500. 
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• Saul’s attendants saw and heard something that came from his vision and 
audition of Christ (Acts 9:7, 22:9). They became speechless with fear.25 

 
An ill-defined “divine force” attended Daniel’s vision of the Messiah, which caused 
his associates to remove themselves and hide. “This is one way in which the Bible 
depicts the human reaction to the overwhelming holiness and power of God (cf. 
Luke 23:30).26 In the sixth Seal, the wicked are terrorized at His presence. 
 

“And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of 
him that sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb” (Revelation 6:16). 
 

“I alone was left to see this great vision. My strength drained from me, and my 
vigor disappeared; I was without energy. I listened to his voice, and as I did 
so I fell into a trance-like sleep with my face to the ground.” (Daniel 10:8-9 – 
NET). 

 
“It was the same presence of divine holiness [referring to Peter’s encounter with 
Jesus] that had caused the prophet Daniel to fall as one dead before the angel of 
God. He said, ‘My comeliness was turned in me into corruption, and I retained no 
strength.’ So when Isaiah beheld the glory of the Lord, he exclaimed, ‘Woe is me! for 
I am undone; because I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a 
people of unclean lips: for mine eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts.’ Daniel 
10:8; Isaiah 6:5. Humanity, with its weakness and sin, was brought in contrast with 
the perfection of divinity, and he felt altogether deficient and unholy. Thus it has 
been with all who have been granted a view of God’s greatness and majesty.”27 
 
Daniel was aware of his immediate surroundings and, concomitantly, of what he 
saw. Also, he was keenly sensitive to his weakness (likely the long fast added to 
this). He previously had a similar reaction in 8:16-18 related to Gabriel. 
 

• When Christ began to speak, Daniel fell into a trance-like “sleep” with his face 
to the ground. 

• Though using the word “sleep,” he heard what was said (as noted with Gabriel 
earlier 8:17-19). 

 
In Daniel 10:5-9, the Messianic vision is called the marah vision (feminine). This is 
Daniel’s explanation to the 2300 “days” and the 490 “days,” called there the mareh 
(masculine).   
 

• At their termination, holiness would be vindicated. He is “visualizing” the 
supreme arbiter to that holiness. 

 
25 Archer, op. cit., p. 124. 
26 Harman, op. cit., p. 253. 
27 White, Ellen G.; The Desire of Ages, p. 246. 
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• Christ apparently did considerable explaining, because in 10:1 (the conclusion 
for this chapter) Daniel said that he understood the mareh (masculine) and 
the message, clearly also alluding to the associated mareh (feminine). Why 
the gender change is not clear. 

• Those timing prophecies were understood by Daniel. 
 

How long Daniel was “down” and the details of what Christ said, again, are not 
recorded. It resolved his dismay over the time prophecies. 
 
The scene now transitions: 
 

“And, behold, an hand touched me, which set me upon my knees and upon 
the palms of my hands” (Daniel 10:10). 

 
The vision has now been completed. Daniel’s understanding of the future has 
advanced. Now an angel (assumed to be Gabriel) “was sent” (vs 11) and comes to 
give Daniel vast details of what will lie ahead. He is first lifted from his prone 
position. 
 

• The touching of the prophet was a reality check, a reorientation gesture. 

• He raised Daniel to his “hands and knees.” 
 
Apparently, he is “awakened” from the vision and is suddenly aware of a powerful 
being with him. Quickly, Gabriel gives him encouraging words:28 
 

“And he said unto me, O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the words 
that I speak unto thee, and stand upright: for unto thee am I now sent. And 
when he had spoken this word unto me, I stood trembling” (Daniel 10:11). 

 
One reason he was given the vision relates to his being “highly prized” by God.29  
 

• This angelic being was “sent” to Daniel – thus a Being superior to Gabriel 
commissioned him. 

• Some scholars believe that this being he had seen in vision is Christ.30 This is 
a minority understanding and out of context. 

 
He is now ordered to stand on his feet. The seer was shaking. If Daniel had not 
been aware of that divine complement and recognition, the act of standing would 

 
28 Ford, op. cit., p. 249. 
29 Steinmann, op. cit., p. 501. 
30 cf. Whitcome, op. cit., p. 139. 
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likely have been impossible. Before Gabriel tells Daniel to stand, he says: “You are 
a man of preciousness” (cf. 9:23).31 Daniel is in a “privileged state” in God’s eyes. 
 

• Then another imperative: “Understand the words I am about to say.” 
 
In such a prophetic setting, the command to “understand” means that it can be 
understood! 
 

“Then said he unto me, Fear not, Daniel: for from the first day that thou didst 
set thine heart to understand, and to chasten thyself before thy God, thy 
words were heard, and I am come for thy words” (Daniel 10:12). 

 
Divine presence, divine holiness, that accompanies heavenly beings can be 
overpowering. “Do not fear” or “Don’t be afraid” is frequently spoken! 
 

• This gives us fascinating insight into the supernatural forces that can be 
activated when a believer is engaged in earnest efforts for help.32 

• Daniel has been seeking for understanding of past messages. One can be 
certain that many issues will now be clarified.  

 
James tells us that the prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective (James 
5:16). Heaven’s forces have now been unleashed. Daniel is ready. He has “humbled 
himself” – seeking to wipe away any personal impediment to obtain an answer. 
 

• Perhaps he understood what Isaiah said. 

• “And it shall come to pass, that before they call, I will answer; and while they 
are yet speaking, I will hear” (Isaiah 65:24). 

 
“What great honor is shown to Daniel by the Majesty of heaven! He comforts His 
trembling servant and assures him that his prayer has been heard in heaven.”33 
Giving insight and understanding was Gabriel’s past and present mission (cf. Daniel 
8:17-19, 9:21-23).  
 
Daniel has encountered two beings who claim residence at the center of the 
universe. He was looking for the Messiah as the Jewish deliverer but instead saw 
Him in vision. He was praying for an explanation of those mysterious timing 
prophecies – now Gabriel comes as his instructor. 
 

• Daniel’s persistence in self-humiliation shows how important the answers 
were to him! 

 
31 Archer, op. cit., p. 124. 
32 Archer, op. cit., p. 124. 
33 White, Ellen G.; The Sanctified Life, p. 51. 
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• Gabriel assures Daniel that his arrival relates to what he has been praying 
for – “his words.” 

 
Riveting is the observation that there is no record of Daniel’s words (prayer) nor of 
Christ’s words to him in vision. However, an associated prophetic message will 
begin in verse 14. However, it won’t end until Daniel 12:4. 
 
Gabriel now explains the three-week delay. This is filled with another view of 
demonic resistance to the restoration of God’s people. 
 

“But the prince of the Persian kingdom resisted me twenty-one days. Then 
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, because I was detained 
there with the king of Persia” (Daniel 10:13 – NIV). 

 
While wanting to come to Daniel, Gabriel was “prevented” in doing so. Finally being 
alone in this conflict, Daniel was earnestly reaching out to God.34 Who is this “prince 
of Persia”? 
 

• Since no mere man would be a match for an angel, let alone this highest-
ranking angel, one must conclude that this evil Persian “prince” was Satan. 

• The word “prince” in Hebrew is sar and is preceded by the article “the.” He is 
a specific being who fights heaven’s representative. Jesus said that Satan 
was “prince of this world” (John 12:31). 

• Regarding Michael, a literal translation for “one of the chief princes” is “the 
chief prince.” The word for “one” (adah – H) also means “first.” This is a 
superlative that means “Prince of princes,” which refers to the Messiah.35 

 
The word “Michael” in Hebrew means “who is like God.” He will later be called “your 
prince” to Daniel (10:21) and previously was called the “Prince of princes” in 8:25, 
whom the “little horn” fought. 
 

• That war, formally introduced between the Ram (Jesus) and the he-goat 
(Satan), is described through many symbols in Daniel! 

• “For three weeks Gabriel wrestled with the powers of darkness, seeking to 
counteract the influences at work on the mind of Cyrus; and before the 
contest closed, Christ Himself came to Gabriel's aid. ‘The prince of the 
kingdom of Persia withstood me one and twenty days,’ Gabriel declares; ‘but, 
lo, Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me; and I remained there 
with the kings of Persia.’ [likely not plural] Daniel 10:13. All that heaven could 
do in behalf of the people of God was done. The victory was finally gained; 

 
34 Montgomery, James A; The Book of Daniel (Varda Books; Stokie, IL; 2016), pp. 411-412. 
35 Doukhan, op. cit., p. 163. 
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the forces of the enemy were held in check all the days of Cyrus, and all the 
days of his son Cambyses, who reigned about seven and a half years.”36 

 
“This scenario shows that the struggle engaged between the spiritual forces of good 
and evil is not one where the combatants square off head-to-head; it is one where 
each side merely directs its respective influence on human subjects. This is 
reflected in Gabriel’s comment in v. 13 that in response to the prince of Persia 
(Satan) withstanding him, he remained with the kings of Persia (Cyrus and his 
policy-makers). This scenario also shows the decisive role the human will plays in 
the mighty struggle between the unseen forces of good and evil, and that the 
battleground where the spiritual battles are won or lost is actually that of the human 
mind. Regarding these spiritual battles Paul counsels that, like it or not, we 
ourselves must be personally involved. Ephesians 6:11-13: [vs] 11 Put on the whole 
armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”37 

• This “prince of Persia” is the demon Satan, trying to block Cyrus’ role in 
fulfilling prophecy.38  

• Michael (Christ), called the chief prince is an archangel (Jude 9). He came to 
help Gabriel. Again, contextually, He is superior to Gabriel. 

 
Few verses speak more clearly than this of the invisible powers that rule and 
influence nations.39 Clearly, the powers of evil can be so strong that they can 
temporarily hinder the response to the prayers of God’s people! Battles and wars in 
places unknown are fought before earthly struggles are won.40 
 
This is all reflected in the great narrative in Daniel 8 through 12! 
 
Daniel was told to understand many divine messages given to him (8:17, 9:23, 
10:14), noted in this Hebrew portion of his book. In 8:26 the hazon vision (Ram, he-
goat and little horn) wouldn’t occur for many days. The seer fainted (that was 13 
plus years previously). Gabriel is shortly going to fill in details about that hazon 
vision.  
 
What was the battle between Satan and Gabriel (and, later, Michael/Christ) all 
about? The Bible doesn’t say, but it can be strongly assumed. Expositor White 
notes: “The king of Persia [Cyrus] was controlled by the highest of all evil angels. He 
refused, as did Pharaoh, to obey the word of the Lord!41 Satan was working “on the 
mind of king Cyrus.”42 
 

 
36 White, Ellen G.; Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 571. 
37 Yoder, Engel, Daniel’s Final Appearance – A Great Conflict, Part 1: Daniel 10:1–11:22, April 2019. 
38 Steinmann, op. cit., p. 492. 
39 Ford, op. cit., p. 250. 
40 Hartman, Louis F. and Di Lella, Alexander A.; The Book of Daniel (Doubleday, New York, 1977), p. 286.  
41 White, Ellen G.; The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Commentary, p. 1173. 
42 White, Ellen G.; The Review and Herald, December 5, 1907). 
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• What was the issue? 

• There is only one objective answer possible. 
 
The captivity of the Jewish people began with Nebuchadnezzar’s first campaign in 
605 B.C. – likely late in the year.43 
 
The end of the 70-year captivity would be 536–535 B.C. Cyrus’ decree would have 
been in 538 B.C.  
 
The context suggests that the Jewish people had been preparing to leave and were 
nearing the time when their large entourage was to embark for Palestine. 
 

• The end of the 70-year captivity of Jeremiah’s prophecy was about to be 
completed (Jeremiah 29:10).  

• From the decree to return to the time of Daniel’s three-week mourning, which 
began April 23, 536 B.C.,44 Daniel would sense that that prophecy had failed. 

Daniel needed help to cope with what appeared to be a prophetic failure. But it 
appears that somehow Cyrus changed his mind and didn’t want that large group to 
leave. Later, Michael intervened, and the completion of the 70-year captivity came to 
an end. 
 
The Scene Changes – New Insightes are Given to Daniel 
 

“Now I am come to make thee understand what shall befall thy people in the 
latter days: for yet the vision [ha∙hazon] is for many days” (Daniel 10:14). 

 
Gabriel now wants to discuss the ha∙hazon message of chapter 8. Gabriel now 
explains why he is now with Daniel – for the hazon vision and: 
 

• “I am come in response to your words” [his prayer] (vs 12 – NET).  

• It concerns “what will happen to your people in the future” (vs 14 – NIV). 
 
The timing of those periods (2300 and 490, previously identified as the mareh 
visions) does not apply to your people now – but for those far into the future. The 
issue at hand is the hazon vision  
 
This shows that Daniel, in his three-week prayer, had a deep concern for his people 
in relation to time. It also had nothing to do with the Messiah’s appearance in his 
day. Gabriel is now intent on making things clear for the seer. 

 
43 https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=date+daniel+%22taken+captive%22 

+babylon+date&btnG= (page 309 of the quoted book) 
44 Thiele, Edwin R.; Outline studies in Daniel, p. 120. 

https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=date+daniel+%22taken+captive%22%20+babylon+date&btnG=
https://scholar.google.com/scholar?hl=en&as_sdt=0%2C5&q=date+daniel+%22taken+captive%22%20+babylon+date&btnG=
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• Daniel is advised: “The vision [hazon] is for many days.” The hazon is also far 
in the future. The “many days” is also aharit (H), discussed below. 

• Chapters 11 and 12 will explain the vision of the Ram, the he-goat and the 
little horn from chapter 8 – “the [hazon] vision.” 

 
Daniel had been told about the coming of Messiah the Prince in Daniel 9. But – 
there is something else in play that Gabriel wants to make pristine clear: “What will 
happen to God’s people in the far future, after that Messiah comes?” 
 

• “At the time of the end shall be the vision [hazon]” (8:17) 

• “At the appointed time the end shall be” (8:19) 

• At the “last end” (aharit – H) (8:19) 

• At the “latter days,” “many days” (aharit – H) (10:14) 
 
Aharit (H) refers, contextually, to the “future” just prior to and including the coming of 
God’s kingdom.45 Hartman & DiLella state that it is “clearly eschatological.”46 
Doukhan also notes that it relates to the eschatological future.47 

• “Daniel, there is a future you need to grasp – a special Messianic time.” 

• Contextually, Gabriel equates the vision (hazon) of Daniel 8 to what will 
happen to God’s people in the latter days. 

• That will be at the “time of the end” at the “appointed time” (8:17, 11:35), when 
Michael stands up (12:1). Though not directly stated, it is implied that it all will 
occur after the Daniel 9 Messiah (for us) at His Second Coming.  

 
“Daniel 8 and 9 are still in the future to you.”48 “The Messiah will arrive as noted in 
the 490-year prophecy, but there is even another Messianic message tied to these 
timing prophecies. 
 

“In answer to his petition, Daniel received not only the light and truth which he and 
his people most needed, but a view of the great events of the future, even to the 
advent of the world’s Redeemer.”49  
 
Daniel is not told how to fully interpret Daniel 8:14 nor 9:24. But what will unfold in 
chapters 11 and 12 moves the narrative to the time of Christ’s Second Coming. It 
will also help to explain the previous three chapters. For Daniel, he will finally be told 
to seal that portion and wait for the end-time saints to understand it (12:4, 9). 

 
45 Miller, op. cit., pp. 286-287.  
46 Hartman, Louis F. and Di Lella, Alexander A.; Op. cit., p. 284. 
47 Doukhan, Jacques B.; Daniel (Andrews University Press, Southerland House, Berrien Springs, MI 49104-

1700; 1987), p. 126. 
48 Yoder, op. cit., p. 27. 
49 White, Ellen G.; The Sanctified Life, p. 48. 
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Understandably, Daniel is confused. Though we can see most of those prophecies 
were given for our day, for this man of God, the “many days” is exactly what he 
heard in 8:26 when he fainted. Now look what happened:  
 

“And when he had spoken such words unto me, I set my face toward the 
ground, and I became dumb” (Daniel 10:15). 

Despite Daniel’s return to consciousness (10:10-11), this “new” message makes him 
unable to speak. He apparently falls again to the ground. 
 

• Ezekiel had a similar “speechless” experience (Ezekiel 3:26, 24:27, 33:22). 

• Zechariah became dumb after his encounter with Gabriel (Luke 1:20). 
 
The timing issue remains misunderstood for this prophet. Why is he going through 
all this turmoil, mourning and physical suffering? There can be only one answer – to 
make sure God’s last generation, the remnant, carefully study the prophecies so 
they are pristine clear! And to make sure chapters 11 and 12 are fully grasped. 
 
Might there be an end-time message in the 490 years? There is. That is another 
study. In spite of Daniel’s “craving to know” and heaven’s understanding barrier, 
Daniel will record what he is given! 
 
The Scene Changes Again 
 

“Then one who looked like a man touched my lips, and I opened my mouth 
and began to speak. I said to the one standing before me, ‘I am overcome with 
anguish because of the vision [mareh], my lord, and I feel very weak.’” (Daniel 
10:16 – NIV). 

 
Daniel had described Gabriel as a man in 9:21. But, because the language here is 
similar to 7:13, many expositors believe that this is, again, the Messiah – now like a 
person (e.g., when He encountered Abraham just before Sodom and Gomorrah 
were destroyed in Genesis 18). 
 

• Expositor White agrees: “So great was the divine glory revealed to Daniel that 
he could not endure the sight. [vss 5-6] Then the messenger of heaven veiled 
the brightness of his presence and appeared to the prophet as ‘one like the 
similitude of the sons of men’ (verse 16). By his divine power he strengthened 
this man of integrity and of faith, to hear the message sent to him from God.”50 

• The Messiah “touched his lips” (not using coals as with Isaiah’s experience – 
Isaiah 6:7). 

 

 
50 White, Ellen, G.; The Sanctified Life, 51. 
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Miraculously, he began to speak – but his stress remained intense. He quickly 
admitted deep sorrow and weakness because of the marah vision. “I thought the 
Messiah would be here by now!” 
 
Christ had advised Gabriel to help Daniel understand the mareh vision (8:16). 
Gabriel responded by explaining the hazon (8:17). Before he was finished, Daniel 
fainted. Years later he came to explain the mareh (9:23). Daniel is stating here that 
the mareh (10:16) is still giving him deep concern. Gabriel has been explaining the 
hazon (10:14), and its issues reaching far into the future. Christ now intervenes. 
 

• What happens shortly will mainly be for us to understand. The 2300 years and 
the 490 years extend into the future, beyond Daniel (what he was already told 
– 8:17-19). The meaning of the hazon vision is now detailed. 

 
Amazingly, the “human seer” remains overwhelmed. 
 

“For how can the servant of this my lord talk with this my lord? for as for me, 
straightway there remained no strength in me, neither is there breath left in 
me” (Daniel 10:17). 

 
The Hebrew suggests that his breath is gone, and he now has fears he may die (cf.  
I Kings17:17). 

Again, why is all this going on with Daniel suffering so much? 
 

1. Daniel intensely misunderstood what had been given him 12 to 13 years 
previously. 

2. This included the timing prophecies of the mareh messages and the 
seemingly defeat of God’s people (ha•hazon). 

3. He struggled to grasp the Messianic prophecies of Daniel 9. 

4. He associated the end of the 70 years of captivity with the coming of the 
Messiah the Prince and deliverance of His people. Those timing prophecies 
he apparently saw as literal. Graphically: 
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Daniel needed strength to continue to receive greater information.  
 

“Then there came again and touched me one like the appearance of a man, 
and he strengthened me, And said, O man greatly beloved, fear not: peace be 
unto thee, be strong, yea, be strong. And when he had spoken unto me, I was 
strengthened, and said, Let my lord speak; for thou hast strengthened me” 
(Daniel 10:18-19). 

 
The “appearance of a man” is like that of verse 16, suggesting the Messiah. But 
from verse 21 he is separate from Michael. Therefore, Gabriel is apparently making 
another contact. 
 
Daniel’s strength is restored by this third touch.51 He comes with a unique message, 
“Peace be unto thee.” “Do not be afraid.” As Daniel hears these words, his strength 
returns. This heavenly being said twice, “Be strong.” 
 

• Daniel now shares that he is ready to receive further revelation about the 
future.52 

• His overwhelming experience came from contact with heavenly powers, his 
misunderstanding of prophecy, going without food and, likely, his age. 

 
Daniel’s disappointment, typifying the Great Disappointment of 1844, will be 
replicated by those who do not know “their time of visitation” at the very end.53 
 

1. There will, then, be no secret rapture. 

2. There will be a severe time of tribulation (like Daniel being in captivity) before 
the deliverance! Daniel’s story will then become a metaphor for the 
experiences of the saints just before Jesus comes. 

 
A touch and words of encouragement gave Daniel strength to receive the message 
he needed (which would last through Daniel 12:4)! Assured that he was loved and 
respected, he now invites Gabriel to “speak, my lord,” since you have given me 
strength.54 
 

• This suggests that Daniel can now listen. 

• Perhaps he now has supernatural strength because what follows is complex 
and he is the scribe of its content. 

 

 
51 Montgomery, James A; The Book of Daniel (Varda Books; Stokie, IL; 2016), p. 414. 
52 Archer, op. cit., p. 126. 
53 Yoder, op. cit., pp. 27-30. 
54 Keil, C. F. and F. Delitzsch; Commentary on the Old Testament (Hendrickson Publishers, Peabody, 

Massachusetts 01961-3473; 2006 – 2nd printing), vol. 9, p. 773. 
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The next few verses actually set the stage to explain the Daniel 8:2-14 and Daniel 
9:24-27 prophecies. Chapters 11 and 12 will also contain vital information for the 
last generation! 
 

“Then said he, Knowest thou wherefore I come unto thee? and now will I 
return to fight with the prince of Persia: and when I am gone forth, lo, the 
prince of Grecia shall come” (Daniel 10:20). 

 
Since Daniel has had such an emotional challenge with heaven’s representatives, 
Gabriel reviews what he already had told him: 
 

1. Why he is there. 

2. That he still must return to Persia to deal with its demon prince. 

3. That history will continue after Persia – an important point that Daniel had 
been missing. “The prophecy, Daniel, goes way beyond your time!” 

 
This transition is crucial to expositors. The storyline will, in fact, go right up to: 
 

1. The end of the last antichrist (11:45). 

2. When Christ’s work in heaven is finished (Daniel 12:1). 

3. When God’s people are delivered (Daniel 12:1). 
 
That final deliverance will be from symbolic Babylon. 
 
Therefore, Daniel had been expecting the Messiah and deliverance of his people, 
likely within 536 to 535 B.C.,55 but the Messiah didn’t arrive. Gabriel is resetting 
Daniel’s understanding and expectations. 
 

“But I will show thee that which is noted in the scripture of truth: and there is 
none that holdeth with me in these things, but Michael your prince” (Daniel 
10:21).  

 
The future events to the “time of the end” are within the boundaries of God’s 
foreknowledge, called, here, the “Book of Truth.” 
 
What does all this mean? The prophecies of Daniel 8 and 9 relate to the end of time, 
when redemptive history comes to an end. 
 
Daniel thought that everything was literal time. Now he is to see, and we are also, 
that these are time periods related to the end of history. 
 

 
55 Yoder, op. cit., p. 31. 
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“At that time Michael, the great prince who watches over your people, will 
arise. There will be a time of distress unlike any other from the nation’s 
beginning up to that time. But at that time your own people, all those whose 
names are found written in the book, will escape. Many of those who sleep in 
the dusty ground will awake – some to everlasting life, and others to shame 
and everlasting abhorrence” (Daniel 12:1-2). 

 
“The truth, Daniel, is that these prophecies will extend far into the future. Your 
people will shortly return to Canaan, as promised in Jeremiah.” 
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